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Humanities West presents a two-day series, The Roman Republic (509—27 BCE) - Friday, 
10/24 and Saturday, 10/25 - at the Marines’ Memorial Theatre. The two-day event features a 
variety of lectures and discussions, along with two very-fun dramatic presentations. 

Friday night’s program begins at 7:30 with a lecture by Stanford Professor Walter Scheidel, 
City-State, Republic, Empire: What was the Roman Republic Really Like? The program 
continues with a performance of Plautus’ Casina, a comedy on morality and marriage -with a 
dose of cross-dressing. The play is produced by Stanford Classics in Theatre (SCIT) and has 
been transported to San Francisco’s Gilded Age. 
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Saturday’s program runs from 10:00 till noon and resumes from 1:30 to 4:00 pm. It begins with a 
presentation by Lisa Pieraccini, Classics Professor at UC Berkeley. Her topic, Art of the Roman 
Republic, explores artistic motifs, subjects and styles used to express Roman culture. Noted 
Classicist Dan-el Padilla Peralta continues with a talk on The Religious Republic: How Did 
Romans Worship Their Gods?- a look at Roman rituals and religious rites. Christopher Krebs, 
Associate Professor of Classics at Stanford, follows with a consideration of the art of rhetoric - 
Cicero: Eloquence Personified Then and Now. Following the break, Susanna Braund from the 
University of British Columbia presents Virgil Through the Looking Glass - an examination of 
the astounding effects and enduring appeal of Virgil’s poetry. Fleshing out that truth will be two 
of the Bay Area’s most sought after leading men - especially in the arena of Shakespeare - 
James Carpenter and Julian Lopez-Morillas. The dynamic duo is taking on the 100-line 
dialogue of Virgil’s First Eclogue - a candid exchange between two herdsmen, ancient sheep 
& goat wranglers in-and-out of favor at the end of the Republic. The audience is invited to 
remain for a panel discuss and Q&A. 

Click on the date to order tickets on-line: Friday, 10/24 • Saturday, 10/25 

I caught up with Julian Lopez-Morillas who walked me through the first of Virgil’s Eclogues, a 
collection often poems. It is coupled with a work by Irish poet Seamus Heaney (1939-2013), 
The Gianmore Eclogue - which owes a nod to Virgil. 

“There are certain parallels between the poems,” said Julian, “although they are not apparent 
on the surface. Both take the form of dialogues between two men. What is interesting are their 
relationships. In a way, the poems are reactions to civil war - which is arresting and not what 
you’d expect. An eclogue - or a bucolic, as they are sometimes called - is a pastoral poem 
that deals with the lives of shepherds and the simplicity of living in the country.” 

Julian will read the part of Tityrus, the more fortunate of the pair in that he will retain his lands 
and live out his life in bucolic bliss - playing on his flute, singing to the deities, along with an 
occasional burnt offering from his always healthy and undisturbed flocks to the Emperor (now a 
god). James Carpenter, as Meliboeus, has a more or less “how nice for you” reaction to the 
situation, saying that he marvels at his friend’s prosperity considering the complete chaos that 
exists everywhere else throughout the countryside. 

“The men talk about how far on in years they are. The irony is that these poems were written 
basically two or three years after the death of Julius Caesar when Rome was in a period of on- 
going civil war. Tityrus says, ‘I was saved by a god or a man who is like a god.’ This is clearly a 
reference to Octavius Caesar who will become Augustus Caesar. He will institute the cult of the 
Divine Emperor - the emperor is raised to the status of a god. The poem is set in northern Italy, 
where they have spent their entire lives. What happened after the defeat of Brutus and Cassius 
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was that Octavius and Antony felt obligated to reward the soldiers who fought on their behalf 
They were probably in arrears on the soldiers’ pay. Octavius simply confiscated large tracts of 
land in northern Italy and resettled his soldiers on the properties. Basically, it’s a reward for 
those who were on the winning side. It raises the question of what happens to the people 
already living there. It’s like the Israelis and the Palestinians.” 

Julian spent the summer with the Marin Shakespeare Festival in productions of As You Like It, 
Romeo and Juliet, and Oscar Wilde’s An Ideal Husband. He is now in rehearsal for a new play 
at Just Theatre in Berkeley - In From the Cold, a post Cold War comedy drama. And breaking 
news today - James Carpenter will return to the American Conservatory Theatre in December 
to recreate the role of Scrooge in the company’s ever-popular production of A Christmas 
Carol. 

“One of the first plays that Jim and I ever did together was a production of Julius Caesar 
directed by Oskar Eustis, who is now artistic director of New York Public Theatre. He played 
Antony, I was Brutus. The setting is 42 BC, the Battle of Philippi, the defeat of the conspirators 
- Cassius and Brutus, against Caesar - by Antony and Octavius. It is the climax of 
Shakespeare’s play.” 

Meliboeus, heading into precarious exile, confronts Tityrus saying that from here on out he will 
be utterly cut off from the whole world - looking back on the land of his fathers, the roof of his 
cottage heaped high with turf - doomed to marvel at his future kingdom: a few ears of corn. 
“See where civil war has brought our wretched citizens? It was for them that we sowed these 
fields.” 

Regarding the Glanmore Eclogue, Julian observed that Seamus Heaney was teaching at 
Berkeley and returned to Belfast where he grew up. “This was at the time of the Irish troubles," 
he said. "Because there was so much violence and so much turbulence, he and his wife 
moved south to County Wicklow in the Republic of Ireland where he could write and create 
some kind of comfort and peacefulness. His eclogue takes the form of a dialogue between 
someone named Myles - a sort of avatar of Meliboeus and a poet. Critics think that the 
speakers and the people mentioned in the poem are avatars of various Irish poets. The 
parallel seems to be that you escape from a time of political turbulence and civil disorder to 
find a green place where you can live, write, and create.” 

James Carpenter and Julian Lopez-Morillas are titans in Classic Theatre. Side by side at the 
Marines Memorial, the ancient texts of Virgil and the stanzas of Seamus Heaney will no doubt 
hit the back wall, bolstered as Shakespeare would express in Henry V- by a Muse of Fire and 
“ascending to the brightest heaven of invention.” 
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Click here for more information about Humanities West and The Roman Republic (509—27 
BCE). 

SUGGESTED LINKS 

> David McAllister, Artistic Director of The Australian Ballet - On 'Swan Lake' 

> A Masked Ball’ at San Francisco Opera - Time For an Unmasking 

> ‘Susannah’ at San Francisco Opera - Final Performance, 9/21 

> ‘The Women’ - Classic Hollywood at the Napa Valley Opera House, 7/29 

> Julie Adams and Thomas Gunther - On ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ 

Sponsored Content on Examiner 



How Using Redwood Makes a Statement About Environmental 
Consciousness 

By The Home Depot- From conserving energy to absorbing greenhouse gases, no other building 
material offers the environmental advantages that come naturally with this beautiful material. 
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